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NOTES AND REVIEWS 

Industrial Mexico; Facts and Figures. By P. Harvey Middle- 
ton. Dodd, Mead and Company, 1919. 

Evidently Mr. Middleton based his book upon material gath- 
ered during a trip through Mexico in April and May, 1919. 
Illustrations of Mexican industrial activity enliven the text. A 
brief introduction is followed by a table of contents. The first 
chapter deals with government railways in Mexico. Private 
railways and steamships are next considered. The oil industry 
is given brief attention. The resumption of operations in certain 
mines, the beginnings of new enterprises, and "the Japanese 
invasion," as it is styled, are interestingly sketched. In one 
chapter or another various types of agricultural enterprise from 
coffee plantations to "rubber factories" are described. Com- 
mercial opportunities for United States citizens in Miexico are 
considered at some length. Among other topics a chapter about 
credit and banking describes the new Mexican banking law. 
Data are furnished concerning the history of Mexico's national 
debt. In the last two chapters attention is given to the Mexican 
constitution of 1917 and to the institutions of the central govern- 
ment. Here and there the usefulness of the volume is increased 
by quotations from official documents. At various points sug- 
gestions are made in regard to the influence of the United States 
in Mexico. 

This volume is clearly impressionistic. It contains neither a 
bibliography nor footnotes. Its author was right when he stated 
that the Mexico of Porfirio Diaz could never be restored. His 
book will be useful to the general reader and to the business man 
as a r^sum6 of economic conditions and tendencies in Mexico 
near the end of Carranza's regime. But the anti-Carranzista 
revolution indicates that Middleton was over-sanguine about 
conditions in Mexico. 

William Spencb Robertson, 

University of Illinois. 
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